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Executive summary

Executive summary

This Heritage Interpretation Plan has been produced by Mott 

MacDonald Ltd, commissioned by JSC Almaty International Airport, as 

the client. In producing this, Mott MacDonald has worked closely with 

TAV Airport Holdings Co. (hereafter referred to as TAV), who led the 

acquisition of Almaty Airport in 2021. The VIP Terminal Building in its 

current form shall hereafter be referred to as such or as ‘the Building’.

This report is a Heritage Interpretation Plan of the Building, its spatial 

context and setting. It outlines the summary cultural heritage baseline, 

architectural context, spatial context, and the composition and 

significant fabric of the Building. It forms part of a suite of documents 

with the Significant Fabric Assessment (report number 100107121-

001), Heritage Statement (report number 100107121-003) and 

Conservation Performance Guidelines (report number 100107121-

005).

The architectural context of the Building is described. This includes: 

• Its international context associated with buildings within the former 

states of the Soviet Union. The form of the Building has been 

influenced by Stalinist style buildings, in particular the North River 

Terminal, Moscow. 

• Its context in Almaty. In particular examples of the pishtaq and 

belvedere in Almaty. 

• The use of the south Kazakh style in Almaty. In particular the  

pishtaq and use of decorative motifs in the design are reflective of 

a regional identity to the Building. 

• The influence of Alma-Ata 2 Station in particular its spatial context. 

• The spatial context of Almaty. In particular the wide tree lined 

boulevards with focal points including squares featuring statues. 

The historic spatial context and elements of the historic landscape 

around the building are described. Although the Building would have 

been visually impressive in its historic spatial context, it has been 

reduced in scale by the presence of larger, later buildings including 

the former hotel and main terminal. In particular the:

• Historic Spatial context around the Building.

• The Historic Landscape of the building including the airport runway, 

Mailin Street, and surrounding suburbs.

• The setting of the Building.

The key elements of the Building’s setting that continue to contribute 

to its cultural significance are its proximity to the airport runway; to a 

lesser extent the alignment of Mailin Street due to the presence of 

new infrastructure; and to a slight extent the relationship with the 

workers suburbs adjacent to Mailin Street. 

The form of the VIP Terminal Building contributes to its cultural 

significance, as it defines the boundary between the city of Almaty 

west of the Building, and the airport to the east. This is reflected in the 

respective architectural styles of the elevations: which are more 

heavily Kazakh influenced on the western façade and originally with a 

greater Stalinist influence on the eastern façade. 

The VIP Terminal Building was conceived and constructed in the 

Stalinist architectural style with south Kazakh architectural 

embellishments. The Building displays symmetry with a central block; 

a pishtaq on the west elevation; a colonnaded loggia on the east 

elevation; two wings; and a prominent central belvedere (tower). 

The VIP Terminal Building has five phases of activity. It was 

constructed in 1947. Further renovation occurred in 1957 to designs 

by A. K. Kapanov with new decorative elements added. In 1975 when 

the interior spaces were renovated, the balconies of the loggia of the 

eastern façade were infilled, clad in marble and stained glass was 

added into the pishtaq and double height windows. In the 1990s a 

single storey annexe was added to the north and in 2008 the interior 

was renovated entirely.

Surviving elements of culturally significant fabric include the pishtaq; 

the belvedere; the four-pointed arch windows; decorative relief in 

south Kazakh style including window surrounds, cornices and 

tympanum; and replaced stained glass windows. 
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01  Introduction

1.1 Introduction

Overview

This Heritage Interpretation Plan has been produced by Mott 

MacDonald Ltd, commissioned by JSC Almaty International 

Airport, as the client. In producing this, Mott MacDonald has 

worked closely with TAV Airport Holdings Co. (hereafter referred 

to as TAV), who led the acquisition of Almaty Airport in 2021. The 

VIP Terminal Building in its current form shall hereafter be 

referred to as such or as ‘the Building’.

TAV, alongside partner VPE Capital Ltd. has purchased Almaty 

International Airport, Kazakhstan. TAV is proposing airport 

terminal expansion works and associated infrastructure 

development at Almaty International Airport, Kazakhstan, 

hereafter referred to as ‘the scheme’. The scheme aims to expand 

the airport infrastructure and improve connectivity, service quality 

and will help develop the airport’s potential as a major regional 

transit hub. The proposed airport terminal expansion will require 

either the adaptation or reconstruction of the Building. The 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and 

the International Financial Corporation (IFC) are providing finance 

for the construction of the scheme. 

Project brief and description

This report is a Heritage Interpretation Plan of the Building, its 

spatial context and setting. It outlines the summary cultural 

heritage baseline and  will explain the cultural significance of the 

VIP Terminal Building’s in terms of its: 

• Architectural context; 

• Spatial context and setting; and

• Architectural fabric.

It forms part of a suite of documents with the Significant Fabric 

Assessment (report number 100107121-001), Heritage Statement 

(report number 100107121-003), Evaluation of Alternatives 

(rep[ort number 100107121-004) and Conservation Performance 

Guidelines (report number 100107121-005). 

A definition of acronyms and terms is provided in the Significant 

Fabric Assessment (report number 100107121-001), Heritage 

Statement (report number 100107121-003).

Objectives and scope

The objectives of the heritage assessment and stakeholder 

engagement are: 

• to achieve compliance with the IFC PS8 and EBRD PR8 in the 

process of assessing the Cultural Heritage value and modifying 

the VIP Terminal Building;

• to support the implementation of mitigation measures listed 

under the Environmental and Social Action Plan items 1.9 and 

2.15 that are designated for the Heritage Consultant to the 

satisfaction of the TAV and IFC/EBRD; 

• support of the timely implementation of the Stakeholder 

Engagement Plan (SEP), particularly the measures related to 

the meaningful engagement with key stakeholders concerning 

the proposed conservation actions for the original VIP Terminal 

Building; and 

• help TAV to address input including possible concerns from the 

Non-Governmental Organisations, local activists, and other 

stakeholders.
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02  Summary baseline

2.1 Location
The airport is located approximately 12km to the north-east of 

central Almaty, on the outskirts of the city. It is bordered by a 

mix of open land and built settlements. The airport is located 

north of the settlement of Guldala, with the nearest residential 

property approximately 20m from the airport boundary. North-

east of the airport are a number of surrounding districts, 

namely Tbilisskaya and Kolhozshy, which lie within the region 

of Almaty. 

The airport consists of two parallel runways, an apron area 

and helipad stands, along with various auxiliary facilities such 

as car parks, a wastewater treatment facility (with a capacity 

of 2,800m³), buildings, and storage areas. In addition, a fuel 

farm and associated railhead and above-ground pipework is 

located immediately to the north-west of the airport.

The wider context of Almaty airport within the city of Almaty is 

shown in the adjacent figure. 
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02  Summary baseline

2.1 | VIP Terminal Building east elevation 1960s 

2.3 | Stalinist style interior 1960s

2.5 | Single storey annexe 1990s

2.2 Historic Timeline

2.2 | VIP Terminal Building west elevation 1967

2.4 | VIP Terminal Building and first Main Terminal 
1990s

2.6 | Main Terminal Building 2008

Almaty

1848 – Kazakh Khanate annexed by the Russian 

Empire.

1854 – Verniy was established as a military 

fortification.

1867 – Verniy received city status, new town laid 

out on grid pattern in what is now central Almaty.

1911 – Kebin earthquake struck Verniy, razing 

the majority of the buildings.

1921 – United Soviet Socialist Republic (USSR) 

formed. Verniy renamed as Alma-ata.

1925 – Kazak  [Autonomous] Soviet Socialist 

Republic (SSR) formed.

1930 – Completion of the Turkestan-Siberian 

Railway. Rapid growth of the city on grid pattern. 

1930-50s – Development of the Stalinist and 

south Kazakh architectural styles in Almaty.

1941 – Great Patriotic War/ Second World War. 

Introduction of enterprises, scientific research 

and cultural organisations escaping the war.

1960-80s – Development of the modernist 

architectural style in Almaty. 

1991 – Kazakhstan declared its independence 

from the USSR. Alma-ata became Almaty and is 

the capital.

1997 – Capital moves to Astana, later named 

Nur-Sultan.

Almaty Airport

1923 – Dobrolyot, an air transport organisation, 

created by the Russian Soviet Federative 

Socialist Republic.

1928 – Dobroflot was formed in 1928 and 

became the USSR’s state airline.

1932 – Dobroflot renamed as Aeroflot.

1935 – Alma-ata Airport built and used primarily 

by small civil and military aircraft.

1947 – VIP Terminal Building constructed in 

Stalinist and South Kazakh architectural style. 

The Building is designed with a garden and 

fountain on an axial alignment with Mailin Street.

1957 – VIP Terminal Building renovated to 

designs by A. K. Kapanov with new decorative 

elements added which enhanced the links with 

the regional architecture of south Kazakhstan.

1970s – First Main Terminal Building 

constructed. 

1975 – VIP Terminal Building renovated 

including the rearrangement of interior spaces 

with main central halls and alteration of the loggia 

of the eastern façade.

1990s – Single storey annexe constructed on 

northern side of the VIP Terminal Building.

2008 – Construction of the current Main Terminal 

Building (after the first Main Terminal Building 

was destroyed by fire). VIP Terminal Building

interior completely renovated.
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2.3 VIP Terminal Building Timeline

1947 – Phase 1

VIP Terminal Building constructed in Stalinist and South Kazakh architectural style. Utilised classical 

architectural principles, using axial symmetry and low, wide facades to provide a sense of harmony and 

balance to its composition. Reflects a transport terminal type found across the USSR. By architects B. 

Zavarzin and G. Elkin and renowned local Almaty architect Toleu Bassenov.

• West elevation facing Mailin Street has decorative embellishments which borrow heavily from regional 

architectural styles, including the central pishtaq, pointed arch windows, geometric patterns and a high 

cornice of two rows of stylized stalactites.

• East elevation facing the airport runway adopts Stalinist style with the historic form featuring an oval 

loggia of Corinthian columns. 

• Three-tiered belvedere centrally positioned with a spire and decorative balustrades.

1957 – Phase 2

VIP Terminal Building renovated to designs by A. K. Kapanov with new decorative elements added which 

enhanced the links with the regional architecture of south Kazakhstan. This includes: 

• Pointed niches with ornamented tympana.

• Ornamental stringcourses on the roof and belvedere.

• Window frames including removed panjara-type stained glass windows.

1975 – Phase 3

VIP Terminal Building renovated: 

• Rearrangement of interior spaces with main central halls.

• Alteration of the loggia of the eastern façade. Clad with marble.

• Stained glass added into the pishtaq, double height windows of the western and eastern façade. 

Undertaken to the designs of the artist V. Senchenko.

1990s – Phase 4 – Single storey annexe constructed to north of the VIP Terminal Building.

2008 – Phase 5 – VIP Terminal Building interior completely renovated.

2.5 | VIP Terminal Building 1960s
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03  Architectural Context

3.1 International architectural context

3.6 | Severney Airport Terminal, Novosibirsk (1957)

Stalinist style

The Red Army Theatre (Photo 3.1), built in 1929 

by Karo Halabyan and Vasiliy Simbirtsev, can be 

seen as an example of the Russian neo-classical 

style which would be adopted by architects 

working in the Stalinist style. The Seven Sisters 

in Moscow (Photo 3.3)  which were built between 

1947 and 1953, close in date to the VIP Terminal 

Building, similarly echo the common architectural 

features of the style, with an ordered and 

symmetrical design with opulent decoration and a 

prominent central belvedere. 

Transport terminals

The plan and layout of the Building reflects a 

transport terminal type found across the USSR 

during the period. This also includes railway and 

river terminals, for example the North River 

Terminal in Moscow (Photo 3.2), Volgograd 

Railway Station also in Russia (Photo 3.4), 

Sokhumi Railway Station in Abkhazia (Photo 3.5) 

and Yeveran Railway Station in Armenia which 

all have central terminal building with a 

belvedere, flanked by wings. The Severney

Airport Terminal, Novosibirsk (Photo 3.6) is an 
example of an airport terminal that follows this 
design. This common form is illustrative of the 

centralised control exerted by the state which 

included the development of transportation 

infrastructure, as well as the tenet of equality 

which was fundamental to socialist communism, 

manifested in ubiquity of design across much of 

the Union. 3.4 | Volgograd Railway Station (1951-54)

3.2 | North River Terminal, Moscow (1937) 3.3 | One of the “Seven Sisters”, Moscow (1947-53)

3.5 | Sukhumi Railway Station, Abkhazia (mid-1950s)

3.1 | Red Army Theatre, Moscow (1929)
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3.2 Architectural context in Almaty

3.12 | Turkmenistan and Siberian Railway Workers 
Building (1952)

Kazakh style decoration began in buildings such as 

the earlier Abay Opera House, Bogenbai Batyr

Street, Almaty (dated 1934, Photo 3.7). 

The Stalinist style of transport hubs, with a central 

block and wings is also visible in the earlier Alma-

Ata 2 Railway Station (Photo 3.8). 

Broadly contemporary but slightly later than the VIP 

Terminal Building were a series of buildings built 

after the Second World War in central Almaty. They 

include the use of the four-pointed arch at the 

Science Institute (dated 1953, Photo 3.9); and the 

use of belvederes on street corner locations in the 

Turkmenistan and Siberian Railway Workers 

Building (dated 1952, Photo 3.12), the House of 

Trade Unions (dated 1953, Photo 3.10), and the 

Communist Party School (dated 1953, Photo 3.11). 

3.9 | Science Institute (1953) 3.11 | Communist Party School, KIMEP University 
(1953)

3.8 | Alma-Ata 2 Railway Station (1939)

3.10 | House of Trade Unions, Quantum Building 
(1953)

3.7 | Abay Theatre (1934)
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3.3 South Kazakh style in Almaty

3.17 | Doorway, Science Institute (1953)

South Kazakh design including floral decoration 

on window surrounds and doorways (Photo 3.13, 

3.14 and 3.17), stalactite decoration on cornices 

and friezes (Photo 3.15 and 3.16), and 

decoration on stucco columns can be seen on 

broadly contemporary buildings in Almaty (Photo 

3.13, 3.14, 3.15 and 3.16).

3.16 | Kazakh National Agrarian University, Abay
Avenue

3.15 | Kazakh National Agrarian University, Abay
Avenue

04 | Photo Name

3.14 | Tympanum and cornices, Extension to the House 
of Trade Unions (1957)

04 | Photo Name

3.13 | Tympanum on windows, Turkmenistan and 
Siberian Railway Workers Building (1952)
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3.4 Alma-Ata 2 Rail Station

A direct comparison for the treatment of space around a 

transport terminal is provided by Alma-Ata 2 Rail Station. Built 

in 1939 it was the earliest rail terminus in Almaty and follows 

the Stalinist style of the central block with flanking wings (Photo 

3.21). 

It is located just north of the formal grid pattern layout of central 

Almaty at the northern end of Abylai Khan Avenue (Photo 

3.19). The area in front of the rail station is formal public space 

around the statue of Abylai Khan the ruler of the Kazakh 

Khanate from 1771–81 (Photo 3.18, Photo 3.20). 

The statue and Alma-Ata 2 Rail Station are axially aligned with 

Abylai Khan Avenue. The formal gardens provides a 

comparison for the space in front of the VIP Terminal Building. 

3.20 | Alma-Ata 2 Park Image - Baktygul Burbayeva, Google Street 
View

3.18 | Alma-Ata Statue Image - Наурызбай 
Зейнолла, Google Street View

3.19 | Alma-Ata 2 looking south to Abylai Khan Avenue Image - Наурызбай Зейнолла, Google Street View

3.21 | Alma-Ata 2 Station (2006) Image – Ds02006, Public Domain



Almaty International Airport Expansion | Heritage Interpretation Plan | 24th June 2022 Mott MacDonald17
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3.5 Spatial context in Almaty

The grid pattern design of the centre of Almaty was laid out in the 19th

century. It has led to a distinctive pattern of tree-lined wide boulevards. 

Often these buildings lead to prominent buildings and statues that 

provide the focal point of the boulevard. A  good example is the 

relationship between Abay Avenue, the statue of Abay and the Palace 

of the Republic (Photo 3.22, 3.23). 

The architectural setting of these buildings has become public space 

improved by parks, squares, paved areas and prominent statues which 

focus the eyeline along the avenue (Photo 3.24, 3.25, 3.26 and 3.27).

These public spaces have social value for the community of Almaty 

and instil additional cultural significance in the architecturally important 

buildings they surround. 

3.22 | Statue of Abay 3.23 | Abay Avenue 

3.24 | Panfilov Park 3.25 | Memorial of Aliya, Astana Square 3.26 | Panfilov Street 3.27 | Corner of Panfilov Street
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04  Spatial Context

4.1 Historic Spatial Context

4.4 | The western side with landscaping, 2010

Eastern side (Airport Runway)

The VIP Terminal Building had a neo-Classical 

façade on its east elevation which was 

immediately visible from the airport runway. The 

symmetry of this façade would have been 

notable from the aircraft when people 

approached the Building over the runway from 

the aircrafts on foot. 

The area immediately around the VIP Terminal 

Building was deliberately landscaped with a 

garden bordered by railings on the airport side 

(Photo 4.1 and 4.2). These softened views of the 

Building providing a tranquil area. 

It is important to remember that airport traffic was 

at much lower levels than today. Part of its 

function was to provide a space for dignitaries to 

greet visitor’s. Over time as the airport became 

busier, this function diminished but is still 

retained its function as a building for VIPs.

4.2 | The eastern side, from the airport runway, 2010

4.3 | Western side in the 1960s, note the bushes in front of the Building and ornamental park

4.1 | Eastern side in the 1960s, note the trees and cement balustrade

Western side (Mailin Street)

On the western, Malin Street side the area was 

designed with a car park and drop-off point 

immediately in front of the Building (Photo 4.3). 

A number of trees were situated along the west 

façade, slightly obscuring windows on this side 

(Photo 4.4). 

Set-back from this drop-off area was a small 

park designed to soften the landscape around 

the VIP Terminal Building to provide a turning 

point at the end of Mallin Street. 
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3

1

4

2

1

4.2 Historic Landscape

1. Almitinka River

The Alimitinka River, which flows from the Tian Shan Mountains, 

passes the airport in a shallow river bed. This separates the area of 

the airport in the north-east from the remainder of urban Almaty in 

the south-west (visible in a line of trees - see 1). 

Historically in the 1940s the land here would have been 

undeveloped and the first urban feature was the airport runway and 

the few buildings which developed around it. 

2. Mailin Street

Mailin Street survives as a linear boulevard of two lanes leading to 

the airport (see 2). Its axis aligns with the pishtaq and belvedere of 

the central block of the VIP Terminal Building. 

The line of Mailin Street starts from the river bed of the Almitinka at 

its far south-west end. The road rises and continues towards the 

airport on a relatively flat land. This would have meant that 

historically the VIP Terminal Building would have been visible as 

the central feature of the avenue. 

3. Airport Workers Suburb

On the southern side of the road, buildings are deliberately set-

back, have open green space and the suburban character of this 

area of former worker’s housing is retained (see 3). 

4. Industrial, commercial and residential development

On the northern side of the road is industrial, commercial and 

residential development which extends up to and imposes  on the 

road. There is no green space and this area has a more urban 

character (see 4). 

5.19 | Overhead view of Mailin Street, facing south-west
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4.3 Spatial Context – Mailin Street

Beyond the park was the tree-lined boulevard of Mailin Street (see Photos 4.5 and 4.6). The road has retained 

two carriageways, lined by trees, with a broad tree-lined central reservation which leads towards the VIP 

Terminal Building. 

The VIP Terminal Building was situated to be deliberately visible from this road, framed by the trees lining this 

approach to the airport. However, these views have been diminished and are only faintly visible at this 

distance, due to the mature trees that line the road. Closer to the  Building, the ‘tower’ becomes visible 

through the trees but only from the pavement on the western side of the road. 

Later infrastructure and the development of buildings along the road has further imposed on thus view and it is 

difficult to make out the form and function of the VIP Terminal Building until less than approximately 500m 

from the VIP Terminal Building (see Photo 4.7).

As such, the important views along Mailin Street towards the VIP Terminal Building have only been partially 

retained. Their contribution to the cultural significance of the VIP Terminal Building has been much reduced. 

4.5 | Mailin Street towards the VIP Terminal Building, facing east

4.7 | Airport infrastructure facing towards the VIP Terminal Building
4.6 | Mailin Street, facing away from the airport, west
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4.4 Setting – East (Airport Runway)

The setting of the VIP Terminal Building captures the south-western edge of the Almaty Runway 

(Photo 4.8 and 4.9). Originally the area north-east of the Building was separated from the runway by 

an area of landscaped gardens with mature trees. These had been removed at the time of the survey 

(in April 2022, Photo 4.10) but were in existence a few months previously. The direct inter-connection 

with the runway explains the function of the Building as the transit point between the airplanes and 

the city which they connect. It is an essential element of the cultural significance of the Building. 

4.8 | The eastern side from above with the Main Terminal in the background, south-east facing 4.10 | The eastern side from the north, south facing

4.9 | The eastern side from the airport runway, west facing



Almaty International Airport Expansion | Heritage Interpretation Plan | 24th June 2022 Mott MacDonald26

04  Spatial Context

4.5 Setting – North (former Hotel)

4.11 | The eastern and northern side with the hotel, north-west facing

4.13 | The eastern and northern side with the hotel, west facing

To the north-west of the Building is an area 

of open land, and a large multi storey hotel 

building, which was never completed, and is 

now partially derelict (see Photos 4.11, 4.12 

and 4.13). This part of the original historic 

context of the VIP Terminal Building was 

originally open land. The derelict multi-storey 

hotel building is another visually dominant 

feature in the area which overshadows the 

much smaller VIP Terminal Building. Its 

construction does not compliment the 

Building. 

Beyond this is a large compound for the 

renovation of military helicopters. The 

compound is another element that imposes 

on the space around the VIP Terminal 

Building. The proximity of the industrial units 

and run-down compound has further 

reduced the setting of the VIP Terminal 

Building which would originally have had a 

sense of prominence within the surrounding 

flat landscape around the airport. These are 

both elements of the setting of the Building 

which detract from its cultural significance.

4.12 | The western and northern side with the hotel, east facing 
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4.6 Setting – South (Main Terminal)

Directly adjacent to the south-east is the later main terminal of the airport which dominates the VIP Terminal 

Building, both physically and visually (see Photo 4.14 and 4.15). The main terminal building is twice the height of 

the Building. It was connected by a first-floor ramp, which concealed the north-east elevation of the Building. This 

has now been removed. This prevented an appreciation of the visual symmetry of the Building from the north-east 

runway side. 

This part of the original historic context of the Building would have been open land. The proximity and presence of 

the main terminal has detracted from the presence of the Building in the landscape and overpowers its simple 

symmetry. This element of its setting detracts from the cultural significance of the Building. 

4.15 | The Main Terminal dominating the VIP Terminal building on the western side, east facing4.14 | The Main Terminal and VIP Terminal Building from above, south facing
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4.7 Setting – West (Mailin Street)

To the west, the setting of the VIP Terminal Building is formed by a small car 

park and remnants of a tree-lined garden (see Photo 4.16 and 4.17). These are 

the surviving elements of the Building’s historic context. This is visible in historic 

photographs as a neat tree-lined park in front of the Building. However today, the 

trees are mature and screen the Building from views further south on Mailin

Street. 

Although the trees are an important original element of the Building’s historic 

context as a survival of the former gardens, they block views from Mailin Street 

and only partially contribute to its cultural significance. 

This element of the Building’s historic context has been further eroded by later 

airport developments. In particular, temporary buildings and the entry/ exit 

barriers of the airport have reduced the visibility of the Building on the vehicular, 

eastern approach to the airport (see Photo 4.18). All these elements detract from 

the cultural significance of the Building as they prevent an understanding of the 

historic approach road from the south-west. 
4.16 | The western side including the car park drop-off area and the Main Terminal, facing south-east

4.18 | The western side landscaping and temporary buildings, facing east4.17 | The western side airport infrastructure, facing west
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05  VIP Terminal Building

5.1 Architectural Composition

Composition

VIP Terminal Building adopts Stalinist style and adopted motifs 

from different historical periods. This saw the utilisation of 

elements of neo-classical architecture and the South Kazakh 

architectural style. 

The Building displays symmetry with:

• A central block

• Pishtaq on the west elevation (Photo 5.1)

• Colonnaded loggia on the east elevation (shown replaced, 

Photo 5.2)

• Flanked by two wings

• A prominent central belvedere (tower)

• The symmetry is aligned with Mailin Street to the west

The north annexe detracts from the symmetry of the Building.

West elevation

The west elevation borrows from the South Kazakh architectural 

style, with a central pishtag, pointed arch windows, and 

geometric patterns. 

Stalactite cornices feature on both west and east elevations. 

East elevation

The east elevation is overtly European in influence and more 

closely reflects the Stalinist style. 

This is perhaps best realised in the historic form of the oval 

loggia of Corinthian columns, altered in 1975. 

Subsequent removal of the loggia and modernist alteration 

detract (Photo 5.2) from cultural significant Stalinist style.

5.1 | West elevation, 1960s 

5.2 | East elevation loggia replaced with marble, 2022
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5.7 | East elevation original loggia, 1960s

5.3 | West elevation, 1960s 

5.5 | Pishtaq and Belvedere, 1960s

5.2 Culturally significant fabric

5.8 | East elevation loggia replaced with marble, 2022

5.4 | West elevation, 2022

5.6 | Pishtaq and Belvedere, 2022

West elevation

• Former geometric patterns of windows

• 1947 Central Pishtaq

• Four-pointed arch

• Engaged columns and capitals

• Decorative flanking panels

• 1947 Belvedere and parapet

• 1947 Four-pointed arch windows

• 1947 Decoration in south Kazakh style

• Stalactite cornices

• Decorative cornices 

• Parapets

• 1957 Decorative relief

o Window surrounds

o Tympanum

• 1975 Replaced stained glass windows

North elevation

• No culturally significant fabric

• 1990s annexe added obscuring the elevation

South elevation

• 1947 Decorative panels in south Kazakh 

Style

East elevation

• Former oval loggia of Corinthian columns

• External balconies of former loggia

• Former geometric patterns of windows

• 1957 Decorative relief in south Kazakh 

style

• Stalactite cornices

• Decorative cornices

• Parapets

• 1975 Replaced stained glass windows

Internal

No internal significant fabric survives.

1947 original roof trusses survive but are 

considered of low cultural significance. 

*Text in bold is surviving elements of significant 

fabric.

**Text not highlighted is not significant fabric or 

former elements of fabric that would have had 

cultural significance, if they had survived. 
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5.9 | The west elevation and pishtaq in 1966

5.12 | Pishtaq with decorated surround in 2022

5.10 | Pishtag after 1975

5.13 | Decorative flanking panels and engaged columns

Existing Building/ Area Photos Existing Building/ Area Photos

5.3 Pishtaq (ID: 6)

Phase 1 - 1947

The pishtaq was an original 

feature of the west elevation (see 

Photo 5.9 and 5.10). The pishtaq

(or iwan) is a feature of Persian 

and Islamic architecture from the 

3rd century AD. The form was 

used on medieval mausoleums 

dating to the 11th to 15th century in 

the Samanid period in 

Kazakhstan.  

It has decorative embellishments 

including the decorative flanking 

panels and engaged columns 

either side of the arch (Photo 5.12, 

Photo 5.13). These utilise patterns 

inspired by Kazakh floral designs 

used traditionally in embroidery. 

In addition, the original window 

frames inspired by Islamic 

geometric art can be seen. 

Lost features include the 

decorated parapet, hammer and 

sickle emblems and the former 

airport sign.

Phase 3 - 1975

The former geometric window 

frames and wooden doors have 

been removed and replaced with 

stained glass (see Photo 5.11 and 

5.12).

5.11 | Pishtaq in 2022
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5.15 | Belvedere positioned on the roof structure, note it is to the rear of the 
building

5.14 | Belvedere in the 1980s, note the former bottom parapet

5.16 | Belvedere details and interior 5.17 | Detail of the belvedere, Corinthian columns in cement and 
cement parapets

5.4 Belvedere (ID: 7)

Phase 1 - 1947

The belvedere (or tower) was an 

original feature of the 1947 

design. This is shown in Photo 

5.14. Its placement is slightly off 

centre, sited towards the rear of 

the Building (Photo 5.15). It was 

constructed in wood and cement 

composite (Photo 5.16).

It comprises three-tiers with 

Corinthian columns and 

decorative friezes (Photo 5.17).

Phase 2 – 1957

It is likely that the scheme of 

parapets were added in 1957. 

Other decorative

embellishments, including the  

balustrades, were added in 

1957. The lowest balustrade has 

been lost (see Photo 3.18).
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5.20 | Curved loggia was infilled and Corinthian columns were replaced with 
marble cladding. 

5.18 | Original curved loggia of Corinthian columns dating to 1947

5.21 | Infilled balconies subsequently filled with stained glass window 
design. 

5.19 | Original curved loggia at night. Balconies can be seen with windows 
set back. 

5.22 | Details of the former location of the loggia. Note the belvedere is set 
to the east of the Building (see section 3.4).

5.5 Former loggia and cladding (ID: 10)

Phase 1 - 1947

The east elevation included a 

curved loggia of engaged 

columns with a balcony behind 

as shown in Photo 5.18 and 

5.19. 

The decorated frieze and 

cornice of stalactites can just be 

seen above the columns. This 

still survives (see Photo 5.22). 

Lost features include the 

decorated parapet, hammer 

and sickle emblems, engaged 

columns and the former 

‘AɅMA – ATA’ airport sign. 

Phase 3 - 1975

The former loggia balconies 

were infilled (see Photo 5.21).

New stained glass windows 

were inserted and the former 

window frames were removed. 

The Corinthian type columns 

were removed and replaced 

with marble (see Photos 5.20, 

5.22).
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5.25 | Decorated cornice on the west elevation

5.23 | 1957 Decoration around the pishtaq archway

5.26 | South elevation, three blind doorways with decorative friezes

5.24 | Stalactite decoration on the east elevation loggia frieze

5.27 | Decoration on the tympanum and window surrounds, west elevation

5.6 Decorative Relief (ID:11 and ID:14)

Phase 1 - 1947

On both the west, south and east 

elevations are decorative 

elements. 

The cornices and friezes of the 

Building adopt two styles. The 

original has a stalactite style, a 

unique feature of Kazakh 

architecture (Photo 5.24). This is 

inspired by features in the 11th

and 12th century mausoleums of 

south Kazakhstan. 

Floral Kazakh decoration patterns 

can be seen on the other 

cornices, inspired by traditional 

Kazakh embroidery (Photo 5.25). 

This includes panels and 

surrounds on the pishtaq (Photo 

5.23).

Phase 2 - 1957

Panels on the south elevation 

(Photo 5.26) and the window 

tympanum and surrounds (Photo 

5.27) all adopt the floral patterns 

inspired by traditional Kazakh 

embroidery. It is likely that some 

of these embellishments were 

added in 1957.  
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5.30 | Stained glass in the interior of the four-pointed archway of the pishtaq

5.28 | Original geometric window design, east elevation

5.31 | Vertical windows with stained glass from the interior

5.29 | Original geometric design in the pishtaq archway

5.32 | Stained glass panel detail

5.7 Stained Glass Panels (ID: 14)

Phase 2 - 1957

Former geometric window 

frames and wooden doors have 

been removed in the pishtaq

(Photo 5.28 and 5.29). 

These appear to evoke 

simplified Islamic geometric 

patterns often seen in grills and 

windows. This continues the 

theme of medieval influenced 

architectural design (in this case 

from the Timurid period) in the 

early phases of the Building.

Phase 3 - 1975

The stained glass windows were 

introduced in 1975. Each piece 

of glass is machine pressed. 

They are kept in an aluminium 

frame. 

The different shades of blue, 

white and yellow glass create a 

flame pattern visible in each 

window frame (Photo 5.30, 5.31 

and 5.32) There is a frame on 

the interior and exterior of the 

doorway to the pishtaq.
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5.35 | Pishtaq four-pointed arch infilled with stain glass (1975)

5.33 | Historic photos of 1950s interior design 5.34 | Historic photos of 1950s interior design

5.36 | Western wing, colonnaded open space

5.8 Interior Layout

Development

The interior of the Building has 

been heavily altered in a number 

of periods of renovation. The 

details of the original layout are 

completely lost. The following 

phases can be discerned:

• Phase 1 1947 - Former 

decorative scheme of original 

designs has been almost 

entirely removed (Photo 5.33 

and 5.34). Only the space of 

the central atrium appears to 

survive. 

• Phase 5 2008 – Entirely  

reclad interior to an Italian 

design. The original scheme 

was only partially followed 

(Photo 5.35, 5.36).

There remains the possibility of 

some decorative elements 

surviving behind the reclad 

interior. This will only be apparent 

after soft-stripping during 

demolition.

Spatial layout

The internal spatial layout has 

been altered. The central block 

with a light central atrium 

surrounded by balconies 

survives. This was accessed 

from the west by the doorway in 

the pishtaq archway (Photo 5.35). 

Originally to the eastern elevation 

there were balconies set within 

the colonnaded loggia. 

In either wing were small offices 

on the first and second floor and 

a large open room with six 

columns that was lit by the tall 

vertical windows (Photo 5.36). 

See drawing 100100464-MMD-

00-XX-DR-Y-0016 on the 

following page for original Phase 

1 1947 plan and Phase 5 2008 

details.

Other elements of the interior 

layout include:

• Main entrance from the west 

through the pishtaq

• Light central atrium with 

surrounding balconies.

• Former colonnaded loggia 

onto the airport runway. The 

balcony has been infilled and 

enclosed by windows.

• Large open room in the 

northern and southern wings 

with clad columns.

• A small room at the end of 

the southern wing that was 

later sub-divided with a similar 

arrangement of columns.
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Conclusions

Spatial Context

The form of the VIP Terminal Building contributes to its cultural 

significance, as it defines the boundary between the city of Almaty 

west of the Building, and the airport to the east. This is reflected in 

the respective architectural styles of the elevations: which are more 

heavily Kazakh influenced on the western façade and originally 

with a greater Stalinist influence on the eastern façade. 

The historic context of the extant relationship between the Building 

and the surrounding urban realm partially survives. The wide 

boulevard of Mailin Street acted as an approach road to the 

Building, framing it with a notable degree of symmetry. 

To the south-west elements of the historic landscape survive 

including a suburb for airport workers. The spatial relationship is 

only partially recognisable and only slightly contributes to the 

Building’s cultural significance. 

Changes in the setting of the Building, are considered to have 

resulted in a detrimental effect on the ability to appreciate the 

design intent of the Building. This includes the construction of the 

new main terminal building in 2005-2008 to the south, a (disused)

hotel building to the north, a helicopter maintenance facility also to 

the north, and other airport infrastructure including parking barriers 

and vehicular ramps. They alter views of the Building from 

approaches along Mailin Street and from the airport runway. These 

lessen the contribution setting makes to the Building’s cultural 

significance. It no longer reflects the symmetry and open space 

that existed when the Building was constructed in 1947. 

Although the Building would have been visually impressive in its 

historic context, it has been reduced in scale by the presence of 

larger, later buildings including the former hotel and main terminal 

building. The key elements of its setting that continue to contribute 

to its cultural significance are:

• Its proximity to the airport runway; and

• To a lesser extent the alignment of Mailin Street due to the 

presence of new infrastructure.

Architectural Context

The form of the building has been influenced by Stalinist style 

buildings which have adopted classical principals of architecture. 

The architectural composition is most influenced by the North River 

Terminal, Moscow, which dates to 1937. It can be seen as part of a 

standard design for transport terminals including river terminals, 

railway stations and other airport terminals. This design includes 

the central block, topped by a belvedere and flanked by wings 

either side utilising classical proportions. 

The pishtaq and use of decorative motifs in the design are 

reflective of a regional identity to the building and a South Kazakh 

style. The original date of the building of 1947 and new elements 

date to 1957. This suggests that the building was influenced by 

earlier buildings utilising the South Kazakh style, but also itself 

influenced the design of other buildings from the 1950s onwards. In 

particular the belvedere was utilised elsewhere in Almaty. 

VIP Terminal Building

The VIP Terminal Building dates to 1947. It was conceived and 

constructed in the Stalinist architectural style with south Kazakh 

architectural embellishments. The Building displays symmetry with:

• A central element with a pishtaq on the west elevation 

• A colonnaded loggia on the east elevation

• A prominent central belvedere (tower)

• Two wings flanking the central block

The Building utilises classical architectural principles, using axial 

symmetry and low, wide facades to provide a sense of harmony 

and balance to its composition. 

In 1957, it was renovated to designs by A. K. Kapanov with new 

decorative elements added which enhanced the links with the 

regional architecture of south Kazakhstan.

In 1975 the Building was renovated again. There was a 

rearrangement of the interior spaces with main central halls. The  

balconies of the loggia of the eastern façade was infilled and it was 

clad in marble. Stained glass was added into the pishtaq, double 

height windows of the western and eastern façade. 

In the 1990s a single storey annexe was added to the north and in 

2008 the interior was renovated entirely. 

Internally it has a central atrium which provides a through space 

from the airport runway to the main entrance through the four-

pointed arch of the pishtaq. The central atrium was surrounded by 

balconies.

In the east and west wings there is a single central space lit by a 

series of four vertical windows on the east and west elevations. A 

series of six columns supported the roof. Either side of this was a 

series of smaller offices. However, frequent alteration of this space 

means the original internal layout can only be partially understood. 

Significant fabric

Surviving elements of fabric of high and moderate cultural 

significance include: 

• Central pishtaq (1947) 

• Belvedere (1947) 

• Four-pointed arch windows (1947) 

• Decorative relief in south Kazakh style including window 

surrounds, cornices and tympanum (1957) 

• Replaced stained glass windows (1975)

The original loggia of engaged columns, geometric windows and 

internal marble clad columns and stucco relief have all been 

removed. This fabric is intrusive.

The original fabric of the building is constructed of reinforced 

concrete frame, infilled with brick. The roof trusses are the original 

rough-cut wooden frames covered with a replaced tin roof. The 

sub-divisions internally have been altered and many are part of the 

2008 renovation in metal stud and plaster construction. This fabric 

is of low or no cultural significance. 


